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ANNUAL EXAMINATION – 2012-2013 
Class – X I 

SUBJECT – English (Language) 

Time – 3 Hrs. 
M.M. – 100 

Answer to this paper must be written on paper provided separately. 
You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes. 
This time has to be spent in reading the question paper. 

The time given at the head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers. 
The intended Marks for question or parts of questions are given in the brackets [ ]. 

 

Question 1 

 Write a composition (in approximately 450-500 words) on one of the following topics -   [30] 

a) Modern age is age of speed. Everything is being rushed through and every person goes all out to 

cut time, to rush to his destination. But is speed always conducive to human happiness or is it self-

defeating? 

b) The people next door. 

c) Relate the value of having a sense of humour by relating a fitting example or an incident from your 

life. 

d) You come across a collection of old toys and treasures. What memories do these evoke? 

e) You don’t like a certain film very much, unlike a certain friend you are talking to about it. Write how 

you would explain your opinion.  

f) Write an original short story with the following line as its concluding line: ‘I sat under the brightly lit 

star studded sky, basking in its heavenly light, satisfied that I could do it at last.’ 

Question 2 

As a film critic of the local daily, you have attended the press show of a much awaited film of a renowned 

director Write an account of your impression (in not more than 300 words), whether favourable or 

unfavourable. You may add relevant points to the following: 

Name of the film – cast – the story in brief – dramatic quality – music, camera – work, and other details – 

audience’s reaction.          [20] 

Question 3 

 Answer section (a), (b) and (c) – 

a) In each of the following items, sentence A is complete but B is not. Complete sentence B making it 

as similar in meaning as possible to sentence A.      [10] 

 1- A-  I love her more than you do. 

  B-  You do not ……………………………. 

 2- A- We must endure what we cannot cure. 

  B- What cannot be ……………………….. 

 3- A- It is easier to preach than to practise. 

  B- It is not …………………….. 

 4- A- Silver is not so precious as gold. 

  B- Gold is ………………………… 

 5- A- The Principal thought that I was to blame. 

  B- The Principal was …………………………… 

 6- A- I like him even though he is careless. 

  B- Despite his …………………………… 

 7- A- He was not courageous enough to speak out. 

  B- He had not …………………………… 

 8- A- The king ignored Shamlal’s question. 

  B- The king took …………………………… 

 9- A- He is apparently in good health. 

  B- He appears …………………………… 

 10- A- Death is better than dishonour. 

  B- It is better …………………………… 

b) Fill in the blanks with a suitable word. (Do not write the sentence) -   [5] 

i) The annual function of the college will be held _________ Wednesday, the 21
st
 March, 

_________  4 p.m. 

ii) We shall practise some _________ the more common prepositions _________ sometimes 

they cause difficulties. 

iii) He was in the hospital _________ February _________ April. 

iv) There are only a couple of pine trees _________ the top of the hill but many _________ 

the valley. 
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v) The patient has been _________ treatment for _________ a week, but he has shown no 

signs of improvement. 

 c) Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words given in the brackets (Do not write the passage)    [5] 

Away from Vatican City, Rome _________ (1) (quiet) as authorities _________ (2) (order) all public 

offices and schools _________ (3) (close) and _________ (4) (ban) cars from the roads. Millions of 

Catholics who _________ (5) (not get) to Italy, _________ (6) (bid) him farewell in myriad services 

round the globe. For a Pope who _________ (7) (travel) the equivalent of 30 times the 

circumference of the globe, his last journey was the shortest. After the funeral mass, his coffin 

_________ (8) (carry) back into St. Peter’s Basilica, _________ (9) (enclose) in a zinc coffin and 

then finally in an oak casket, and _________ (10) (lay) to rest in a crypt. 

Question 4 

 Read carefully the passage given below and answer the question (a), (b) and (c) that follow -  

The swine – herd, Ho-ti, having gone out into the woods one morning, as his manner was, to collect mast 

for his hogs, left his cottage in the care of his eldest son Bo-bo, a great lubberly boy, who, being fond of 

playing with fire, as youngsters of his age commonly are, let some sparks escape into a bundle of straw, 

which, kindling quickly, spread the conflagration over every part of their poor mansion till it was reduced to 

ashes. Together with the cottage (a sorry antediluvian make shift of a building, you may think it), what was 

of much more importance, a fine litter of new – farrowed pigs, no less than nine in number, perished. 

China pigs have been esteemed a luxury all over the East from the remotest periods that we read of. Bo-bo 

was in the utmost consternation, as you may think, not so much for the sake of the tenement, which his 

father and he could easily build up again with a few dry branches, and the labour of an hour or two, at any 

time, as for the loss of the pigs. 

While he was thinking what he would say to his father, and wringing his hands over the smoking remnants 

of one of these untimely sufferers, an odour assailed his nostrils, unlike any scent which he had before 

experienced. What could it proceed from? – not from the burnt cottage – he had smelt that smell before – 

indeed this was by no means the first accident of the kind which had occurred through the negligence of 

this unlucky young firebrand. 

Much less did it resemble that of any known herb, weed, or flower. A premonitory moistening at the same 

time overflowed his nether lip. He knew not what to think. He next stooped down to feel the pig, if there 

were any signs of life in it. He burnt his fingers, and to cool them he applied them in his booby fashion to 

his mouth. Some of the crumbs of the scorched skin had come away with his fingers, and for the first time 

in his life (in the world’s life indeed, for before him no man had known it) he tasted – crackling! Again he felt 

and fumbled at the pig. It did not burn him so much now; still, he licked his fingers from a sort of habit. 

The truth at length broke into his slow understanding, that it was the pig that smelt so, and the pig that 

tasted so delicious; and, surrendering himself up to the newborn pleasure, he fell to tearing up whole 

handfuls of the scorched skin with the flesh next to it, and was cramming it down his throat in his beastly 

fashion, when his sire entered amid the smoking rafters, armed with retributory cudgel, and finding how 

affairs stood, began to rain blows upon the young rogue’s shoulders, as thick as hailstones, which Bo-bo 

heeded not any more than if they had been flies. The tickling pleasure which he experienced in his lower 

regions had rendered him quite callous to any inconveniences he might feel in those remote quarters. His 

father might lay on, but he could not beat him from his pig, till he had fairly made an end of it ......... 

a) i) Given below are four words. Find the words which have a similar meaning in the passage -   [4] 

 1) Manor   2) Forewarning   

 3) Seared   4) Club 

ii) For each of the words given below, write a sentence of at least 10 words, using the same word 

unchanged, but with a meaning different from that which it carries in the passage-   [4] 

  1) Litter   2) Length  3) Flies  4) Lay 

 b) Answer the following questions as briefly as possible in your own words –  [10] 

1- What set the cottage on fire? 

2- Why was Bo-bo sorry at the loss of pigs? 

3- Bo-bo was afraid of his father’s retribution but soon forgot about it. Why? 

4- What did he discover from the odour that was emanating from the ember? 

c) A good story must sound probable. Show how the writer makes the outbreak of the fire sound 

probable and how a discovery was made. Your answer must not exceed 100 words- [6+6=12] 

  i) List your ideas and points  

ii) Write your points in the form of a connected passage 

 


